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For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; And the government will be 
upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 

In December’s edition, we have... 

*”Advent 2022 – The walk to the manger” by Spiritual Director Steve Beck 

*Church of the Nativity.  by Louann Oberhausen, EDWE 4th Day 

*Pastor Chef Steve Buse’s Baked Potato Dish 

*Thanking December’s Gathering Speaker, Steve Seitz – by Ron Fuhrman, ACLD & Gatherings 

**Upcoming Calendar of Events – 2023** 

 

*January 14, 2023, Gathering – Blue Grass Church – (Vanderburgh County)* 

Witness Speaker - Dr. Erin Marchand 
 

BlueGrass Church 

14200 Petersburg Road 

Evansville, IN, 47725 

(812) 867-3997 

 

 



   
 

   
 

Advent 2022 – The walk to the manger 

by EDWE Spiritual Director Pastor Steve Beck 

 

Luke 2:15-16 Revised Standard Version: 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 

16 And they went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.   

It is hard to believe that another Christmas is quickly approaching.  I would hear my grandparents say this almost every 
year as I was growing up.  It would be followed by comments like, “Time sure moves quicker now. It seems like we just 
celebrated Christmas.”  
  
As I have gotten older, I have come to understand.  Time seems to be a commodity that we do not have enough of.  
Christmas is said by some to be the most wonderful time of the year, but others would disagree as the commercialism of 
this time of year robs us of time for reflection, distracts us from the truly important, and even brings about feelings of 
loss as we grieve the deaths of family members that are no longer with us this year.  
  
How do we reclaim Christmas as the most wonderful time of the year?  We set out on a journey every advent season to 
walk to the manger.  With so many distractions we must work to make Christ the center of our Christmas.  How do we 
do that?  
  
I believe the first step on our journey to the manger is to acknowledge that I am not the center of the universe.  
Christmas does not revolve around me and what I want.  In fact, Christmas is about God and His desires for His creation.    
  
The angels announced that God was here.  The ones that heard the announcement were in the right place at the right 
time and in the right mindset.  They had things to do, and they even received the message while at work, but what God 
was doing was so marvelous that they had to go and “see this thing that has happened!”.  Are we curious about what 
God is doing now?  Are we seeking Him?  
  
On our walk to the manger is a response to the message of God and we walk by Faith not by sight.  Mary’s response to 
the message from the angel is yes. Joseph is confused, but God sends an angel to him, and he too says yes.    
  
The walk to the manager even involves the Roman government and a census being taken.  God would be born in the 
right lineage and be born in the right town and at the right time. The world needed to know that God is in control.  
  
In our crazy, stress filled lives, it is good to reflect on the fact that God is still in control.  His plans may not be our plans, 
but His ways are always the best.  
  
This advent may we be curious as to what God is doing, seek Him with all our hearts, and may our faith be rewarded by 
seeing the Child Jesus in the manger.  
 
DeColores, Pastor Steve Beck 



   
 

   
 

Church of the Nativity 

by Louann Oberhausen, EDWE 4th Day 

 
The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, in the West Bank, Palestine, Israel, is believed to mark the birthplace 
of Jesus.  It was built around the 330’s AD by Christian Roman Emperor Constantine. However, it was mostly 
destroyed 200 years later, but parts of the 4th Century mosaic floor remain.   

 
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, Israel 

It was rebuilt bigger and grander in 529 AD by Byzantine Emperor Justenean and that style is mostly 
preserved.  The Persians spared this church in 614 because there was a mosaic of the Magi wearing Persian 
attire.  Today three Christian denominations-Greek Orthodox, Armenian Orthodox, and Franciscan Order of 
Roman Catholic – use and maintain this church, one of the holiest and oldest continuously used place of 
worship in Christianity.  In 2012, it became a World Heritage Site and the first to be listed by UNESCO under 
Palestine.   
 
The 1700-year-old fortress like basilica is one of the oldest continuously operating churches in the world 
having survived various invasions, fires, earthquakes, and most recently the 2002 siege when armed 
Palestinians hid form Israeli forces for weeks.  When Crusaders conquered the Holy Lands in 1099, knights 
guarded the church.  The church’s famous entrance, “Door of Humility”, is only about four feet high.  It was 
NOT built to make pilgrims bow low, but rather to keep looters on horse and camel back from carrying away 
the precious building materials of columns and marble walls and floors.  
 
The centerpiece and most holy place in the church is the 14-pointed silver star in the Grotto of the Nativity, 
situated under the main altar.  The Star of the Nativity marks the place believed where Jesus was born.   A 36 x 
9-foot cave was converted into a place of worship.  Pilgrims descend about 10 steps to enter a 12-foot 
diameter hole to have a direct view of the Nativity site and bow and touch the star.  



   
 

   
 

 
Grotto of the Nativity (location believed to be where Jesus was born) 

 
Today’s church is cool and dark with no pews. Ancient wall mosaics and 44 columns painted with images of 
saints have been restored as well as markings left by Crusaders. The main altar is decorated with paintings and 
Orthodox style icons and lamps.  Services are held multiple times each day by the three denominations sharing 
this sacred space. It truly feels like you are in a special holy worship place.  On Christmas Eve the Church of the 
Nativity receives international attention with participants coming from all over the world to be at the actual 
spot Jesus became man. 
 

Pastor Chef Steve’s Baked Potato Dish 
If you attended or volunteered during the EDWE Men’s Walk #94, you will know how scrumptious Pastor 
Steve Buse’s ‘baked potato dish’ was!  In fact, it was one of the most requested recipes from Walk #94.  While 
preparing your Christmas menu for family & friends – be sure to include this on your menu. You will be VERY 
popular for your culinary decisions! 
Feeds 20 people 
 

 
1. Cube an 8 pound bag of potatoes and boil till still just slightly crunchy.  
2. Strain and put in Pan add 1 container of Heilman's mayonnaise & a box and a 1/2 of Velveeta 

cheese, just pinched off and thrown into the pan so it will be mixed evenly.  
3. Fry up 2 pounds of bacon cut in 1 1/2" half strips and fry up. 
4. strain the bacon and throw into the pan and mix all together.  
5. Smooth out and bake at 350ﾟ for an hour.  

(I sometimes cover with sliced green olives after baking...) 



   
 

   
 

 

Thanks to December’s Gathering Speaker – Steve Seitz 

by Ron Fuhrman, EDWE ACLD & Gathering Coordinator 

 

Our witness speaker for the December Gathering was Steve Seitz.  Steve attended the SIWE 2 walk.  He has 

been married for 54 years to his wife Barbara.  They have two children, Kelly (Steele) Lance and Carrie (Seitz) 

Oakman.  Steve graduated from Oakland City College in 1981.  He attended United Theological Seminary in 

1984.  Steve and Barbara attend Blythe Chapel UMC in Ft. Branch, IN. Steve served four churches from January 

1978 to June 2009.  He retired in July 2009 and then continued to serve six more churches.  Steve is a man 

who loves his job as well as the Lord.   

We are thankful to Steve for sharing his testimony and ministering to the EDWE Community! 

 

Do you feel led to be a Gathering Speaker?  Please contact me, Ron Fuhrman, at 
rfuhrman@psci.net or 812-589-9325. 

 

Upcoming 2022 Calendar of Events: 
*January 14, 2023, Gathering – Blue Grass Church – (Vanderburgh County)* 

• January 14, 2023 – Blue Grass UMC, Evansville, IN, (Speaker Dr. Erin 
Marchand) 

(EDWE Gatherings are always on the 2nd Saturday of each month.) 
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Community Lay Director - Lindsay Barron – 812.604.8170 – lindsay@barronenterprises.com 
 
Head Spiritual Director- Mike Turner - 812.499.3839 - pastormike@daleumc.org 
 
Assistant Community Lay Director - Ron Fuhrman - 812.589.9325 - rfuhrman@psci.net 

Secretary - Justin Campbell - 812.781.2100 - Jcampbell1521@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Glenn Roberts – 812.618.8651 – robertsglenn729@gmail.com 

Communications Coordinator - Lindsay Barron – 812.604.8170 - lindsay@barronenterprises.com 
 
Sponsorship – Debbie Pipken – 812.480.1442 - steinie@sit-co.net 

Gathering Coordinator - Ron Fuhrman - 812.589.9325 - rfuhrman@psci.net 
 
Registrar - Board Position – Open - Assistance Needed 

Spiritual Director - Steve Beck - 812.661.9344 - sjbeck424@gmail.com 

Spiritual Director - Christena Poehlein - 812.686.0116 - chrisp65.cp@gmail.com 

Tech & Facilities – Erin Marchand – 812.827.7476 – erin.marchand@gmail.com 

Music/Worship – Board Position – Open - Assistance Needed 

 
 

 

Prayers?  Questions?  Comments?  Offerings?  Concerns?  Updated Contact Info? 

FaceBook - Evansville District Walk to Emmaus 

YouTube: Evansville District Walk To Emmaus - YouTube 

eMail - edweprayer@gmail.com  

Correspondence or Offerings? - P.O. Box 805, Evansville, Indiana, 47705-0805  

Website – edwe.com 
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